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Terms and conditions - Call for applications "PhD grants" 2025

The information contained in this document is extracted from the ANRS MIE reference document entitled "Modalités
d'organisation administrative, scientifique et financiére de 'ANRS MIE" (MOASF), which sets out the financial
regulations for research grants awarded by the ANRS MIE, available on the ANRS MIE website. This document
exclusively concerns applications for PhD Grants under the Fellowship Funding Scheme of the Start programme
for the support of junior researchers. Information on the organisation, application and evaluation procedures and
dates are specific to this call for applications.

Deadline for applications :

April 23rd 2025 at 23:59 (Paris time)

Applications must be submitted electronically on the APOGEE platform (Section “Allocation de
recherche Flash”):

https://apogee.anrs.fr/Apogee.Guichet/workflow url
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Introduction

Context

The ANRS Emerging infectious diseases (ANRS MIE) supports the attractiveness of research careers in the areas
covered by its scope' and in all scientific disciplines, in France and internationally, by promoting scientific
excellence and innovation.

In this context, in 2024 the ANRS MIE launched the Start Programme to support the next generation of
researchers. This support has been defined as a strategic priority2 and the agency is mobilising resources and
deploying specific actions to encourage the commitment and development of young scientists in its areas of
research.

The objectives of the Start Programme are as follows:
- to contribute to the training of junior scientists interested in the ANRS MIE research themes;
- to encourage and support these researchers to pursue and develop new research projects within the
scope of the agency;
- to facilitate their integration into the research ecosystem by strengthening links between them and with
the scientific community.

Among actions dedicated to training, the Fellowships Funding scheme of the Start programme provides funding
for individual grants for junior scientists at the start of their careers. Within this framework, the "PhD Grants" call
for applications (CFA) aims to provide funding for individual doctoral grants.

In 2025, a maximum of ten doctoral grants will be awarded to support PhD thesis projects.

Scope of the call for applications

In the first edition of the call for applications, in 2024, the programme funded five PhD grants:
- three grants for PhD theses on arboviroses, in partnership with the ArboFrance Coordinated Action;
- two grants for theses on the modelling of human infectious diseases, in partnership with the Modelling
infectious diseases Coordinated Action.

The 2025 edition of the CFA is a continuation of the first edition, while opening up to other research themes and
approaches.

The CFA 2025 is open to emerging infectious diseases (EIDs). The emerging or re-emerging nature of the
disease(s)/pathogen(s) studied must be justified in the application. Applications on arboviroses, viral haemorrhagic
fevers and respiratory viruses are particularly encouraged.

1 Research on HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis, STls, tuberculosis and emerging infectious diseases in all disciplines and fields.

2 "Support and promote the involvement of junior researchers and their professional development" (Objective 7 of the
ANRS MIE 2023-2027 Strategic Orientation Document: https://anrs.fr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/anrs-orientation-
strategique-fr-def.pdf)
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All research disciplines and approaches are eligible under this CFA.

Applications proposing innovative approaches, including the modelling of epidemic dynamics, in order to gain a
deeper understanding of complex mechanisms and improve strategies for preventing and managing future
epidemics, are particularly encouraged.

Applicants with PhD thesis projects on HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis, STIs and tuberculosis are invited to apply to the
ANRS MIE biannual generic call for proposals by submitting an application for a research allowance (« allocation
de recherche - AR): https://anrs.fr/fr/financements/tous-les-appels-a-projets/

General terms and conditions

Eligibility criteria
The call for applications is open to candidates of all nationalities.

To be eligible for this call for applications, candidates must :

- hold or be in the process of obtaining at least a national Master's degree or an equivalent qualification
(proof of having obtained the degree must be provided before the funding starts, which must take place
no more than 6 months after the results are published);

- be attached to a French higher education and/or research institution or group of such institutions, or to a
French private institution accredited to award national doctoral degrees and contributing to the public
service missions of higher education and research, covered by article L. 732-1 of the Education Code3 ;

- be registered or in the process of registering at a French doctoral school;

- have submitted a complete application in accordance with the terms and conditions set out in this
document.

How to apply

Applications must be submitted by and on behalf of the applicant. Each candidate may submit only one
application for this call.

The application must include all the information required for its scientific and administrative evaluation:

- the detailed research proposal specifying the role of the candidate (document to be uploaded - template
to be downloaded from the ANRS MIE website);

- the candidate's CV, highlighting experience and training relevant to the proposed PhD thesis project;

- acover letter from the candidate stating his/her interest in writing a PhD thesis on the proposed subject;

- a letter of recommendation from the host laboratory detailing the candidate's potential and ability to
carry out the PhD thesis project, and specifying the context of the support and the link with the
candidate.

3 https://Iwww.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/fr/la-qualification-d-etablissement-d-enseignement-superieur-prive-d-
interet-general-eespig-46277
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N.B.: The legal entity to which the application is attached (i.e. the managing body employing the beneficiary) must
be clearly specified in the application file.

Within the framework of the Protocole d'accord portant sécurisation des parcours professionnels des agents
contractuels dans les trois fonctions publiques and the Charte pour le recrutement et le suivi des personnels
contractuels a I''lnserm, the ANRS MIE recommends that all applicants contact their laboratory's management body
to check their employability for the entire duration of the funding, before responding to the call for applications.

Applications must be submitted online via the ANRS MIE call for proposals platform, APOGEE (section “Allocation
de recherche Flash”): https://apogee.anrs.fr/Apogee.Guichet/workflow_url

The application must be written entirely in English (fields to be completed on the APOGEE platform and documents
to be uploaded - application file, CV, cover letter, letter of recommendation).

No additional documents will be taken into account after the closure of the call for applications.

Applicants must inform the ANRS MIE as soon as possible if they receive another grant after submitting their
application, in order to suspend their application.

Selection procedure

- The ANRS MIE checks the eligibility of applications.

- An international, independent and multidisciplinary selection committee evaluates and ranks the
applications received.

- The committee communicates the list of applications recommended for funding to the ANRS MIE, which
selects the laureates and publishes the results.

A waiting list may be drawn up to propose another candidate in the event of withdrawal, if time permits.

Evaluation criteria

The evaluation covers :

- the PhD thesis project: its innovative character and originality, its excellence and relevance to the state of
the art and the national and/or international context, the clarity of its objectives, its feasibility, and its
collaborative dimension;

- the candidate's profile: his/her expertise and academic background and the extent to which it matches the
PhD thesis project, his/her motivation for the project and his/her career prospects;

- the host organisation: its qualities and expertise;

- the quality of the application.

Calendar

Call for applications: from 18 March to 23 April 2025 (23:59 - Paris time)
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Publication of results: June 2025

Funding terms and conditions

Doctoral grant

Funding will cover :
- the salary of the laureate for a period of 36 months (including charges), in accordance with the salary
rules applied in the host institution and in compliance with the regulations*;
- afixed allowance of €5,000 for the laureate’s operating costs.

The €5,000 budget for operating costs covers, for example :
- publication costs associated with scientific articles related to the lauretae’s PhD thesis project and for which
he/she will appear as one of the publication's authors;
- costs associated with the laureate's participation in conferences/seminars related to the PhD thesis project,
including travel expenses incurred as a result of such participation;
- the cost of specific training deemed necessary by the laureate and his/her supervisor for carrying out the
PhD thesis project.

Under no circumstances may this operating budget be used as staff or research budget for the project.

At the end of the project, a financial statement will be requested from the organisation managing the grant: any
amounts not used will be paid back by the managing organisation to the ANRS MIE.

Funding arrangements

Research grants accepted for funding will result in the payment of a grant by the ANRS MIE to the supervisory
body of the recipient's host laboratory ("the managing body"). This grant will enable the organisation to open
and finance a fixed-term doctoral contract for the benefit of the successful candidate. All laureates must therefore
contact their managing organisation in order to prepare the setting up of their fixed-term contract at least
6 weeks before the desired start date, which must take place within the minimum and maximum deadlines
mentioned in the following point ("Funding deadlines").

At the same time, the successful candidate will send the ANRS MIE, within the same deadline, a letter of
acceptance of the grant for which he/she is the laureate and will indicate the name and contact details of his/her

managing organisation, in order to set up the funding.

The grant covers the employer's cost of the fixed-term contract (excluding environmental costs) throughout the

4 In particular, the Order of 26 December 2022 amending the Order of 29 August 2016 setting the remuneration of
contractual doctoral students.
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accepted duration of the grant, plus €5,000 in operating costs for the use of the laureate, as well as management
costs within the limits indicated below. As a matter of principle, the ANRS MIE asks the managing organisations
to abolish or limit to the strict minimum the management fees deducted by them from the support they receive
from the ANRS MIE. If it is strictly impossible for the managing organisation to agree to this elimination, the rate
of management fees charged to the CDD will be capped at 8% of the total amount of expenditure supported.

Funding deadlines
The laureate may take up his/her post no earlier than 2 months after the publication of the results of the call for

applications and no later than 6 months thereafter, provided that the administrative steps subsequent to
acceptance of the application have been completed within the required timeframe.

Commitments of the laureates

The laureates of this call for applications undertake, with the acceptance of funding from ANRS MIE, to comply with
the following terms and conditions.

Integration into the ANRS MIE Start network

The laureate will be included in the Start network of young researchers supported by the ANRS MIE for the duration
of the grant. He/she may be invited to take part in meetings organised by the network or by the agency's coordinating
bodies (https://anrs.frien/scientific-research/scientific-facilitation-groups/), and to present the progress of his/her
work. He/she will also be required to participate in any meeting that may be organised by the ANRS MIE relating to
the follow-up of his/her grant.

Scientific and financial reports

The laureate will send the ANRS MIE :

- anintermediate scientific report, 18 months after taking up his/her post, including a progress report
on his/her work and research prospects, as well as the publications associated with his/her thesis
project;

- afinal scientific report, within 3 months after the end of the doctoral grant funding, including a final
activity report, the publications associated with the project, the title and date of the PhD thesis defence,
and a reasoned opinion from the laboratory director highlighting the laureate's career prospects.

The managing organisation will provide the ANRS MIE with the corresponding financial reports, in accordance with
the terms and conditions specified in the grant agreement.

In addition, the laureate must inform the ANRS MIE at any time of any changes in his/her administrative situation.
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Publications and promotion of Open Science

In 2024, the ANRS MIE developed its open science policy, Plan national pour la science ouverte 2021-2024, and
the joint commitments signed with the Agence nationale de la recherche (ANR), the Agence nationale de sécurité
sanitaire de |'alimentation, de I'environnement et du travail (Anses), the Institut national du cancer (INCa) and the
Agence de la transition écologique (Ademe).

Within this framework, the laureate and the PhD thesis supervisor undertake to make available under the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC-BY) or equivalent licence, the peer-reviewed scientific publications resulting from the
project funded by the ANRS MIE, using one of the three following publication channels:
- ina natively open-access journal;
- ina subscription magazine under the title "accord transformant" or "transformative journal";
- in a journal by subscription with deposit of the editor's version or the version accepted for publication
("postprint") in the HAL open archive under a CC-BY licence by implementing the Non-assignment of
Rights Strategy.

In addition, the laureate and the PhD thesis supervisor undertake to:

- deposit in the national open archive HAL, the full text of these scientific publications at the latest at the
time of publication (version accepted for publication or version the editor) and to mention the ANRS
reference of the research project from which they result (ex: ANRSXXXX-XX);

- provide a Data Management Plan (DMP). The aim of this request is to prepare the data for eventual
sharing and dissemination in accordance with the principle of "as open as possible, as closed as
necessary". The plan can be entered and updated on the OPIDoR DMP portal, giving priority to the so-
called structured model, which can be used by machines. A first version of the DMP must be sent to the
ANRS MIE within 6 months of the start of the thesis project. This plan must be updated as often as
necessary, at least at the end of the project and at mid-term. This obligation to submit a DMP continues
after the expiry of the funding agreements.

The ANRS MIE encourages the deposit of initial versions, pre-publications ("pre-prints"), in platforms or open
archives and to favour perennial or unique identifiers (DOI, HAL Id or ORCID, for example).

Finally, the ANRS MIE reminds laureates that publication costs or Article Processing Charges (APC) are eligible
for the operating funding allocated to laureates (see Funding section), with the exception of those relating to hybrid
journals (subscription journals with no current agreement).

Any publication or communication produced within the framework of the thesis project must mention the financial
support of the ANRS MIE using the following wording, integrating the ANRS MIE identifier of the grant:

"This study was supported by a grant from the ANRS MIE (Start Programme - Fellowships funding scheme -
PhD grants 2025 ANRS XXXX-XX / Programme Start - Dispositif Fellowships - Bourses de théses 2025 ANRS
XXXX-XX)".

To obtain the ANRS MIE logo: information@anrs.fr
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Contacts

For any questions about the terms and conditions, the submission and evaluation procedure, and the
communication of results relating to this call for applications:

Research Support and Infrastructure Department — Call for Applications Team: aap@anrs.fr

For any technical questions about the APOGEE platform (submission of applications): apogee@anrs.fr
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