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General Information and Recommendations
Please read carefully before preparing your application
When preparing your application, please keep in mind that the scope of this call spans a wide range of disciplines and research areas. Although your project will be reviewed by experts in your specific field, the overall evaluation will be conducted by a multidisciplinary committee. Therefore, your proposal should offer a clear and detailed presentation of the research you intend to carry out, while remaining accessible to reviewers from diverse scientific backgrounds.

We strongly encourage all applicants to carefully read the terms and conditions of this call for applications, in order to align the scope and priorities of their proposal with the objectives outlined in the call — and more broadly, with those of the PEPR MIE program.

What is expected and will be the subject of evaluation: 

· Scientific excellence and ambition : relevance of the project and stated objectives, clarity of research objectives and hypotheses, innovative character, ambition, originality, methodological or conceptual break with the state of the art, methodology employed and feasibility of the project, if relevant, project's ability to address research questions from an interdisciplinary and ‘one health’ perspective, and prospects for national or international collaboration.

· Quality of the applicant, resources deployed and host laboratory : alignment between the candidate’s profile and the host organization’s environment, the added value brought by the candidate, and the support offered by the host

· Impact of the research proposal: Contribution to the objectives of the PEPR MIE and the national MIE acceleration strategy. Expected scientific and societal impact, along with the quality of the communication and results valorization plan.


Please make sure to follow the guidelines for completing this application, particularly with regard to the length of each section and the overall page limits specified in the call. 

The application must be submitted in Arial font, 11pt, with a line spacing of 1.15.

The specific guidelines in purple under the main titles are not counted towards the page limit. All instructions written in purple must be removed by the applicants.

Abstract 
(in English – at most 1 page in Arial font, 11pt, with a line spacing of 1.15)


Scientific proposal 
(in English – at most 15 pages in Arial font, 11pt, with a line spacing of 1.15)
1. Context, research objectives and previous achievements
1.1. Context and Objectives
Describe the overall aim of the project in relation to the research priorities defined in the call for applications. Clearly explain the context, research questions, main and secondary objectives, and the scientific challenges of your proposal.
1.2. Main previous achievements 
Present the key achievements and results previously obtained by the candidate and other teams that support the development of the proposed research program. These elements will help assess the project’s credibility and feasibility.

1.3. Synergy of the proposed project with the Host Laboratory research scope and potential external collaborations 

Describe how the project aligns with the scientific themes and strategic priorities of the host laboratory. Briefly explain how your scientific approach complements ongoing research within the lab and how it integrates into your broader research trajectory.

If applicable, highlight other potential collaborations that could be set up (national or international) to strengthen the project’s impact, interdisciplinarity, or feasibility.

2. Detailed project description
2.1. Scientific strategy
Describe the scientific and conceptual challenges of the project and its innovative and ambitious nature. Explain how the proposal aligns with the scope of this call for proposals. 

2.2. Detailed description of the experimental and methodological approach
Provide a structured breakdown of the project, including a detailed and justified description of the methodology, the expected results, and how the project will contribute to bridging existing knowledge gaps. Include a risk assessment and a contingency plan to address potential challenges.

2.3. Planning, key performance indicators, milestones and long-term goals
Provide a Gantt chart that would depict the project in its entirety. This Gantt chart should be presented in tabular form and state the project tasks, milestones and dependencies of the project

3. Expected outcomes of the project
Describe how your project contributes to the objectives of the MIE Acceleration Strategy (SA MIE) and how your proposal will significantly contribute to improving public health, patient care, prevention practices, economic benefit etc. Highlight how your research addresses key challenges and is expected to yield tangible scientific, societal, and potentially economic benefits. Additionally, provide a detailed strategy for the dissemination and valorization of results

4. Project organization and management
Describe the resources that can be allocated by the host laboratory, including personnel, facilities, and equipment, to support the successful execution of the project. Additionally, provide details on the operational organization of the research proposal to allow an evaluation of the candidate's ability to effectively manage collaborators and lead the project.

5. Bibliography - must be provided in a separate annex to be uploaded into Apogée
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